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Purpose: The purpose of this guideline is to establish a standard tactical procedural plan for 

dealing with natural and liquefied petroleum gas leak operations. This guideline is to be used in 
conjunction with SOG 6:00 (HazMat Response). 

 
Policy: It shall be the responsibility of the IC to enforce these guidelines. 

 
Scope: These guidelines shall apply to all members of our department and any other 

individuals under the authority of our department while dealing with natural and liquefied 
petroleum gas leaks. 
 

Guidelines: 
 

1. The first arriving unit shall assume Command and begin size-up. 
2. Operations - Level I incident only. All incidents that exceed Level I shall be referred to 
in SOG 6.00. 
A. Determine location of shut off valve, if deemed safe shut off valve to control the leak. 
B. Determine source of leak. 
C. Determine type of gas. 
D. Establish ventilation if necessary. 
E. General Tactics 

1) Two personnel to enter affected area or structure as needed. 
2) All remaining personnel shall be staged in a safe and secure area. 
3) Full PPE with SCBA must be worn in contaminated or suspected areas. 
4) Explosive gas meter shall be utilized in any suspected areas. 
5) Consider all ignition sources: 

a) Pilot lights (appliances). 
b) Motors. 
c) Electrical switches. 
d) Static electricity. 

6) If a leak is present notify one of the local natural or liquefied petroleum gas 
dealers: 

a) Commerce City Gas -  contact dispatch, or 706-335-3200 
b) Amerigas (propane) 706-335-5151 



c) Country Boys Gas (propane) 706-335-3499 
3. Characteristics of Gases. 

i. Natural Gas 
1) Colorless 
2) Treated with an odorant. 
3) Lighter than air - rises and may be more predominant in the 
upper levels of a structure. 

ii. LP Gas (Propane or butane) 
1) Colorless 
2) Treated with an odorant detector. 
3) Heavier than air - settles and may be more predominant in the 
lower levels of a structure. 

 


