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Purpose: To provide all department personnel with a consistent format for providing initial on 

scene size-up information on specific types of responses. 
 

 
SECTION 1 – GENERAL 

In order to initiate the evaluation of any incident, the first arriving company or unit shall 
transmit a size-up as soon as possible after arrival on scene. This function serves to advise other 
responding units of the expected situation, and advise command officers of the nature of the 
incident. 
 
The size-up parameters of various incident types are listed herein and should be reflected in the 
companies’ transmitted size-up. If upon initial arrival an accurate size-up cannot be given it 
should be verbalized, such as “stand by we are obtaining a size up,” so other responding units 
are aware to be attentive for a forth coming update. If after several minutes on the scene, the 
situation is significantly different from the initial size-up, an update of conditions shall be 
provided. 
 
 

SECTION 2 – PROCEDURE 

 Vehicle fires: Type and size of vehicle, placards on vehicle, portion of vehicle involved 
and if vehicle has any occupants still in the vehicle. Include any exposures noted. 

 Brush and trash fires: Size of fire and specific location. Include direction of spread (if 
applicable), speed of fire, type of fuel burning and whether or not there are exposures. 

 Vehicle accidents: Number of vehicles involved and degree of damage (light, moderate, 
heavy). Include road blockage/closures and update with number of victims, extrication 
needs and hazards assessment. 

 Structure fires: Size and type of structure and note smoke conditions (volume, velocity, 
density and color) and/or fire conditions (small, room and contents, or percent of 
structure involved). Include any observed evacuation in progress, rescues and/or 
exposure potential. Also note initial action to be taken (investigating, offensive or 
defensive fire attack, rescue). Indicate what type of water supply that is going to be 
utilized. 



 Automatic alarms: Size and type of structure and any noted fire or smoke conditions. 
Include any observed evacuation or audible signals or alarms. Also note initial action to 
be taken (investigating, offensive or defensive fire attack, rescue). 

 Other: Describe visual situation and actions being taken 
 

Any special hazards noted upon arrival (hazardous materials, wires down, structural failure, gas 
leaks, etc.) should be noted in the transmitted size-up. After initial size-up the first arriving 
company shall refer to Incident Management SOG (3.00) for continuing procedure. 
 


