Press Release


Bill Anderson returned to his adopted hometown of Commerce, Georgia on Tuesday, February 10, 2004 to announce the upcoming line up for the 2004 City Lights Festival to be held June 17-19, 2004.


This is Bill’s 8th consecutive appearance as the host of the City Lights Festival, an event that just keeps getting bigger and better.


In addition to Bill Anderson, a member of the Country Music Hall of Fame and the Country Music Songwriters Hall of Fame as well as the Grand Ole Opry, and his Po Folks Band, the stage will be graced with some of the most exciting entertainers performing today in Nashville along with one of Hollywood’s premier comedians.  Mel Tillis, a Country Music Association “Entertainer of the Year” and his award-winning band The Statesiders will perform on Friday, June 18th.  Darryl Worley, whose label Dreamworks produced the mega hit “Have You Forgotten?” – a song that will remain a constant tribute to the American Soldier will join Mel on Friday.Grand Ole Opry star, Jack Greene, whose incomparable hit “There Goes My Everything” has been recorded 111 times in 14 different languages will appear both Thursday at the Dinner with the Stars and on Friday at the City Lights Concert.  Joining Jack on Friday night will be Candi Carpenter, a 17-year old  blessed with an incredible vocal range and a great stage presence.  Jan Howard will return to the City Lights Stage this year to reprise her duets with Bill and entertain us with her lovely voice.  And then there’s Dick Hardwick, a Hollywood entertainer who takes the business of comedy very seriously who will leave us gasping in the aisles with laughter.  The Jordans from Commerce, will also perform on Friday bringing the sounds of contemporary Gospel to the City Lights stage.

The three-day festival will begin with the City Lights Shootout, a celebrity golf tournament played at the Eagle Greens at Sandy Creek course in Commerce on Thursday morning.  Here golfers have the opportunity to play in the 4-man Lauderdale tournament with a mixed line-up of celebrities from both the music and sports world.  Early celebrity commitments for this event include Jan Howard, Jack Greene and Dick Hardwick.


Thursday night features the Dinner with the Stars an event that regularly sells out its 400 tickets.  This year’s event will be called “Southern Nights at City Lights” and will feature various food stations offering salads, fruit and entrée items such as fried chicken and southern style vegetables.  Dinner guests will then enjoy an night of acoustic entertainment featuring comedian Dick Hardwick plus Opry stars Jack  Greene, Jan Howard and Bill Anderson with his guitarist Les Singer.  

Friday night’s concert, which is held at Tiger Stadium on the campus of Commerce High School, begins at 7:00 pm with the gates opening at 5:00 pm.  The Jordans will open the event that includes the incredible talent of Mel Tillis, Darryl Worley, Jack Greene and Candi Carpenter.  The evening is capped off by one of the largest fireworks shows in the northeast Georgia area.


Tickets for the Thursday night dinner are $50.00 per person, General Admission tickets for the Friday night concert are $10.00 and the numbered and reserved Gold Circle tickets are $25.00 each.  Tickets go on sale on March 15.  Packages are available through the Commerce Downtown Development Authority ( contact Jan Nelson at 706-335-2954 or nelsonj@commercega.org) with individual tickets to the Dinner and the Concert available through WJJC Radio ( contact Rob Jordan at WJJC 706-335-3155 or Gerald Jordan at Hyman Brown Insurance Agency 706-335-3900).


The City Light Festival continues on Saturday with the City Lights Downtown Festival which begins at 9 am and will run until 8 pm.  Various events are planned to entertain and attract every member of the family.  Events include “Bark in the Park” – a dog show featuring kids and their canine pals which is new this year (registration opens at 8 am and the event begins at 9 am); the “Stars n Cars Car Show” returns for the 2nd year and promises to attract antique and hot rod car fanciers from all over the state (10:00 am to 2:00 pm); a stage will offer live music and dance performed by local and area talent including winners of the 2004  Colegate Country Showdown; crafters offering everything from jewelry to wood craft to, well, the sky’s the limit and lots of food vendors will temp festival goers with their delights throughout the day; and activities for children such as pony rides and inflatables will also be offered;  the “Star Chase 5K” will round out the evening as runners compete on a challenging course throughout the city (registration opens at 6 pm and the race begins at 8 pm).  People interested in participating in Saturday’s City Lights Downtown Festival whether as a performer, food or craft vendor or kid’s activity vendor should contact Jan Nelson at the Commerce DDA (706-335-2954 or nelsonj@commercega.org).
